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large were overtaken, defeated and dispersed, and their leaders
compelled to surrender or take to the hills as fugitives. Even
so, complete success was not in sight till the end of 1888 ; and
some idea of the immense nature of the task and the number of
troops necessary to carry it out may be gathered from the fact
that at this date garrisons had to be found by the Upper Burma
Field Force for 141 separate posts. White, now that the
fulfilment of his mission was all but accomplished, handed over
his command in April 1889 ; but local outbreaks of disorder
continued at intervals throughout the next two years, and
culminated in the spring of 1891 in a serious rising at Wuntho,
150 miles north of Mandalay, which necessitated the despatch
of a considerable force for its repression. With its successful
termination the conquest of Upper Burma may be said to have
been completed—five years after the coup de main which had
hurled from his throne the last Burmese king: so great is the
difference between defeating an enemy and pacifying his country.
This new acquisition of territory brought with it a new
frontier problem—that of our relations with the various tribes
inhabiting the high fends to the west, north and east of Upper
Burma. Of these the most turbulent were the Chins, who
held the tangle of mountains separating Burma from the
provinces of Chittagong and Manipur; but the difficulty of
dealing with them arose rather from the nature of their country
than from the inhabitants. A number of Burmese dacoit
leaders had escaped into these hills on being driven from
Burma, and stirred up the Chins to raid and burn and plunder
in the plains ; so that by 1889 some attempt to curb their
aggression had become imperative. A considerable expedition,
numbering some 3500 men in all, was accordingly despatched
against them in the winter of that year, a smaller force co-
operating from Chittagong ; but though the tribes were several
times defeated in the field and reduced to submission for the
moment, three smaller columns had to take the field next year
against various refractory sections, or against the Chins'
northern neighbours, the Lushais, who proved equally trouble-
some. Two further expeditions were necessary in the spring
of 1892, and in the autumn a general rebellion on a large scale
took place, which gave us considerable trouble before it could
be repressed. From this time on the country became gradually
more settled, and by the end of 1894 normal conditions of
peace had been completely restored.
In the extreme northern part of the country, around the
head waters of the Irrawaddy, lies a series of north and south
mountain ranges inhabited by the Kachin tribes. Though
capable of fighting well behind stockades, their usual form of

